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20 Years After the CRPD: Advancing Rights, Health and
Justice for Persons with Albinism

From visibility to action: translating rights into real change

AAN Statement on International Albinism Awareness Day 2026

On this International Albinism Awareness Day (IAAD) 2026, the Africa
Albinism Network (AAN) joins partners across the world in marking this day
and reaffirming a shared commitment to advancing the dignity, rights, and
inclusion of persons with albinism. We stand alongside persons with
albinism, organisations of persons with albinism, governments, United
Nations (UN) bodies, African Union (AU) institutions, civil society partners,
families and allies in celebrating dignity, resilience, pride and visibility.

This year’s commemoration marks a pivotal milestone: 20 years since the
adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD), a transformative framework that redefined disability from a matter
of charity to one of human rights, anchored in dignity, equality and
participation. For persons with albinism, this global shift has strengthened
demands for protection, non-discrimination, accessibility, healthcare,
education, participation and justice.

This progress is reflected in key milestones across the UN and regional
human rights system:

» 13 June 2013 - Human Rights Council (HRC) Resolution 23/13: First
UN resolution specifically on albinism; condemned attacks and
discrimination and called for protection, accountability and
awareness.

» 27 September 2013 - HRC Resolution 24/33: Requested a study on
the human rights situation of persons with albinism by the Human
Rights Council Advisory Committee (HRCAC).

» 26 June 2014 - HRC Resolution 26/10: Recommended proclamation
of International Albinism Awareness Day.
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» 18 December 2014 - United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
Resolution 69/170: Officially proclaimed 13 June as International

Albinism Awareness Day, observed from 2015.

» 26 March 2015 - HRC Resolution 28/6: Established the mandate of
the UN Independent Expert on the enjoyment of human rights by
persons with albinism.

» 23 December 2015 - UNGA Resolution 70/229: Adopted the first
dedicated General Assembly resolution on persons with albinism and
requested a comprehensive Secretary-General report.

» 22 March 2018 — HRC Resolution 37/5: Renewed the Independent
Expert mandate, welcomed the Regional Action Plan on Albinism in
Africa, and strengthened attention to gender.

> 18 December 2019 - UNGA Resolution 74/123: Updated the General
Assembly framework on persons with albinism and continued
attention to social development challenges.

» 23 March 2021 - HRC Resolution 46/12: Renewed the mandate and
sustained a gender responsive approach.

> 16 December 2021 - UNGA Resolution 76/130: Emphasised
participation and social inclusion.

» 112 July 2021-HRC Resolution 47/8: Elimination of harmful practices
related to accusations of witchcraft and ritual attacks.

> 19 December 2023 - UNGA Resolution 78/171: Highlighted poverty,
data gaps, women and girls, and participation barriers.

> 4 April 2024 - HRC Resolution 55/18: Renewed with stronger age-
sensitive, disability-inclusive and gender perspectives, including
attention to climate-health and education barriers.

> 15 December 2025 - UNGA Resolution 80/177: Strengthened
emphasis on healthcare and skin cancer prevention.

Across Africa, progress has also been significant.

» Regional Action Plan on Albinism in Africa (2017-2021): The first
coordinated framework to prevent attacks, protect, promote
accountability, and strengthen inclusion.

» AU Plan of Action on Albinism in Africa (2021-2031).
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» National Action Plans have been adopted in multiple countries including

Angola, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia.

» Other Country Initiatives on Albinism: Kenya’s health budget and
Nigeria’s policy are advancing protection, inclusion, and coordination
on albinism.

» African Disability Protocol (ADP) which explicitly recognises albinism
and harmful practices affecting persons with albinism.

» Pan-African Parliament Guidelines seek an end to witchcraft
accusations.

» Southern African Development Community (SADC) Declaration on the
Protection of Persons with Albinism.

» Guiding Note on Reporting on the Rights and Welfare of Children with
Albinism in Africa.

» Landmark African Court judgment in Centre for Human Rights and
Others v Tanzania.

» Ongoing efforts toward the appointment of an AU Special Envoy on
Albinism.

Progress is also visible in health, data, research and movement-building.
The inclusion of sunscreen in the World Health Organization (WHO)
Essential Medicines List (EML) and Essential Medicines List for Children
(EMLc) marks a major step forward in advancing health equity and
preventing skin cancer for persons with albinism. Increasingly, countries are
incorporating albinism into national data systems, while research is
expanding across dermatology, climate change, education, maternal and
child health, social inclusion, and livelihoods. Strengthened support to
organisations of persons with albinism is also advancing leadership and
community mobilisation.

However, while we celebrate progress, we must also speak honestly about
the unfinished work. Across Africa, persons with albinism continue to face
marginalisation, violence, harmful myths, exclusion from education and
employment, inadequate health services, and barriers to public
participation. In some countries, attacks, killings, trafficking in body parts
and grave violations persist. Documentation remains weak, investigations
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are often slow or incomplete, and prosecutions are limited. Survivors and

families are frequently left without justice, psychosocial support or
reparations.

Skin cancer remains one of the greatest threats to the lives of persons with
albinism in Africa. Too many persons with albinism still lack access to
affordable sunscreen, protective clothing, dermatological care, early
screening and treatment services. Climate change and extreme UV
exposure are worsening these risks, especially for persons with albinism
living in poverty, rural areas, displacement settings or outdoor work.
Governments must translate global commitments into budgeted and
measurable national programmes, including integrating sunscreen into
national essential medicines lists, public procurement systems, and
universal health coverage schemes.

We must also confront stigma at its roots. Harmful myths about albinism
continue to endanger lives and limit opportunities. Silence and
misinformation are not neutral, they sustain discrimination. Media,
schools, religious and traditional leaders, governments and civil society all
have a role to play in promoting accurate, respectful and positive stories
about albinism. Awareness-raising must move beyond fear and tragedy. It
must also show persons with albinism as students, professionals, parents,
leaders, artists, entrepreneurs, parliamentarians, advocates and decision-
makers.

On this IAAD 2026, we affirm that persons with albinism are not defined by
persecution. They are standing out proudly in their skin. They are reclaiming
their identity. They are asserting their dignity. They are leading organisations,
shaping policy, engaging in disability and climate justice movements,
advancing women’s and children’s rights, and contributing meaningfully to
public life.

Call to Action

» We call for fullimplementation of the AU Plan of Action on Albinism in
Africa (2021-2031) with clear reporting by AU Member States on
progress achieved.
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» We call on governments to establish and adequately resource

protection systems, strengthen investigations and prosecutions, and
ensure access to justice, reparations, and psychosocial support.

» We call on national health systems to scale up skin cancer prevention,
screening and treatment, and to ensure sunscreen is available,
affordable and accessible to all who need it.

» We call for improved data systems, including the systematic inclusion
of albinism in censuses, surveys and disability data frameworks.

» We call for sustained and flexible investment in organisations of
persons with albinism, particularly those led by women, youth and
grassroots communities.

» We call for stronger partnerships with the media to promote positive
storytelling, challenge harmful myths and build public understanding.

Twenty years after the CRPD, the message is clear: visibility must lead to
dignity, dignity must lead to rights, and rights must lead to real and
measurable change.

This International Albinism Awareness Day, we celebrate progress. We
honour resilience. We remember those whose lives were taken by violence,
stigma and neglect. And we recommit ourselves to a future where every
person with albinism can live safely, participate fully, and thrive with dignity,
equality and justice, visible, protected and equal in rights.

Africa Albinism Network

13 June 2026
AAN/AS/2026/012



