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‘Albinos in Nigeria suffer 
discrimination’ 

Persons living with the skin pigmentation problem want government to pay more 
attention to their welfare 

ARTICLE | FEBRUARY 27, 2011 - 6:46AM | BY YUSUF ZANGO  

Jake Epele, the President of 

the Albino Foundation of 

Nigeria, says more than 

600,000 persons living with 

skin pigmentation problem 

in the country suffer 

discrimination 

“Some families abandon 

newly born children with 

albinism,” he said. “Due to 

this, an albino has a slim 

chance to make it in life with 

most parents reluctant to 

invest in the education of 

albino children.” 

He said statistics indicated that more than 1.5 million Nigerian albinos were among the poorest, 

least educated and marginalised persons, adding that these persons were also the most 

susceptible to skin cancer due to frequent exposure of their skin to the sun. 

“Their poverty and lack of education are not as a result of mental or physical disabilities but 

mainly as a result of discrimination, social exclusion, stigmatisation and sometimes human rights 

abuse they suffer,” he said. 

He described  albinism as a hereditary condition which shows an absence or lack of the dark 

pigment, melanin, in the skin, hair and eyes. 

“Every Nigerian has a right to education,” he said. “The plight of albinos to live a healthy life must 

be addressed effectively. Albinos have their peculiarities and should be included in an all 

inclusive education policies. The federal, state and local government should draw up educational 

plans to cater for the needs of the albinos in schools and sensitise the teachers on albinism.” 

Like Share |

Recent Activity

You need to be logged into Facebook to see 

your friends' activity

Osama's body thrown away at sea | Daily 

Times Nigeria

56 people shared this. 

Remi Tinubu booed at Fela Show | Daily 

Times Nigeria

70 people shared this. 

Etisalat cuts Galaxy Tab price | Daily 

Times Nigeria

13 people shared this. 

Login

Facebook social plugin 

Page 1 of 3‘Albinos in Nigeria suffer discrimination’ | Daily Times Nigeria

5/5/2011http://dailytimes.com.ng/article/%E2%80%98albinos-nigeria-suffer-discrimination%E2%80...



 

Flickr 

 

 

About the Author 

 

Very unfortunate 

reply  

Yusuf Zango 

 

RELATED TERMS: Health Albinism Biological pigment Biology Chemistry Human skin color Jake 
Epele Melanin Person Career Pigments President

Comments ADD NEW COMMENT

Post new comment 

Your name:  

  

E-mail:  

 

Anonymous

The content of this field is kept private and will not be shown publicly. 

Homepage:  

  

Subject:  

  

Comment: * 

� Web page addresses and e-mail addresses turn into links automatically. 

� Allowed HTML tags: <a> <em> <strong> <cite> <code> <ul> <ol> <li> <dl> <dt> <dd> 

� Lines and paragraphs break automatically. 

More information about formatting options 

  
PREVIEW

Facebook social plugin 

 

Add a comment...

Comment using...

by Holy A (not verified) | February 27, 2011 - 1:34pm  

Recommendations

You need to be logged into Facebook to see 

your friends' recommendations

Osama's body thrown away at sea | Daily 

Times Nigeria

56 people shared this. 

Remi Tinubu booed at Fela Show | Daily 

Times Nigeria

70 people shared this. 

http://dailytimes.com.ng/article/mourinho

-finalizes-his-definite-all

25 people shared this. 

Login

Facebook social plugin 

Page 2 of 3‘Albinos in Nigeria suffer discrimination’ | Daily Times Nigeria

5/5/2011http://dailytimes.com.ng/article/%E2%80%98albinos-nigeria-suffer-discrimination%E2%80...



Subscribe Advertise Jobs Store About Us Site Map Terms of Use Privacy Policy  

Page 3 of 3‘Albinos in Nigeria suffer discrimination’ | Daily Times Nigeria

5/5/2011http://dailytimes.com.ng/article/%E2%80%98albinos-nigeria-suffer-discrimination%E2%80...


